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MEMORIAL. 

To the Honorable the Congress of the United States: 

The memorial of Elvington Roberts respectfully represents : That, 
on the 16th of December, 1820, he applied, through John Fleming, 
to the Register of the Land Office of Washington, Mississippi, to be¬ 
come the purchaser of the east half of the southwest quarter of section 
No. 24, in township No. 2, of range No. 4, east, and that a mistake 
was then made by the then Register, as is proven by the affidavit of 
John Fleming, which accompanies this petition. 

Your petitioner, finding that the error could not be corrected by 
the Register, memorialized your honorable body for relief. His pa¬ 
pers were returned to him, and he was informed, through Mr. Ran¬ 
kin, the late Representative from this State, that his case was provid¬ 
ed for in a general law for the correction of errors in land purchases, 
but, unfortunately for your petitioner, the patent for the land impro¬ 
perly sold to him had issued, and the land officers were consequently 
precluded by the law referred to, from acting in the case. 

Your petitioner prays that he may be permitted to surrender his 
patent, and that the proper officer be authorized to issue him one for 
the said east half of the southwest quarter of section No. 24, in town¬ 
ship No. 2. of range No. 4, east of the basis meridian, in the district 
of lands sold at Washington, Mississippi, which was the tract intend¬ 
ed to be purchased, and is still vacant. 

Your memorialist has been unceasing in his efforts to obtain a cor¬ 
rection of this error, which has been to him a serious one. He thinks 
the accompanying documents will establish the justice and reasonable¬ 
ness of his prayer, and trusts that his application to your honorable 
body will not prove unavailing. And he will ever pray, Ac. 

ELVINGTON ROBERTS. 
31sf July, 1827. 

Land Office, Washington, Miss, 

March 31, 1827. 

Under the provisions of an act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1819, entitled “ An act providing for the correction of errors in mak¬ 
ing entries of land at the Land Offices,” and of the act supplementary 
thereto, approved on the 24th day of May, 1824, Elvington Roberts 
makes application to the Register and Receiver of this office, for the 
correction of an error in an entry made by him on the 16th of Decem¬ 
ber, 1820, which error, he alleges, was caused by the then Register,, 
as set forth by the affidavit of John Fleming, accompanying this re- 
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port. By the affidavit of said Roberts, corroborated by the date of 
tiie patent, (February 20, 1822,) it appears that application was 
made to the then Register, in due time, under the provisions of the 
first act above cited, and that he was precluded only by the issuing of 
the patent previous t© his adducing the necessary evidence, there being 
no limitation of time under said act. 

Having no reason to doubt the credibility of either of the persons 
testifying in this case, the Register and Receiver are of opinion that 
the error was caused by the then Register of the Land Office. 

Respectfully submitted. 
B. L. C. WAILES. Register, 
JO. DUNBAR, Receiver. 

Hon. Geo. Graham, 
Com. Gen. Land Office. 

Land Office, Washington, 
31 st March, 1827. 

Personally appeared before the Register and Receiver, Elvington 
Roberts, who being duly sworn, deposes and says, that he petitioned 
Congress for permission to change the location of his entry from the 
east half of the southeast quarter, to the east half of the southwest 
quarter of section No 24, in township No. 2, of range No. 4. cast, a 
mistake having been made in the manner proven by the affidavit of 
John Fleming. That Judge Torrance informed him that he had 
received a letter from Mr. Rankin, late a Representative in Congress, 
stating that his case would be provided for in a general law that he 
expected would pass, or had passed, the deponent does not recollect 
which. 

The deponent applied to the late Register, Mr. Grayson, who was 
of opinion that the alteration might be made, if the facts now stated 
in the affidavit of John Fleming were proven. The deponent re¬ 
turned for the purpose of procuring that evidence, and on coming 
again to the Land Office, the patent had arrived. 

ELVINGTON ROBERTS. 
Sworn to, and subscribed before 

B. L. C. WAILES, Register. 

Land Office, Washington, 
31st March, 1827. 

Personally appeared before the Register and Receiver, at Washing¬ 
ton, Mississippi, John Fleming, who, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says, that, on the 16th December. 1830, he made application at the 
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Register’s office for the purchase of the east half of the southwest 
quarter of section No. 24, in township No. 2, of range No. 4, east, in 
the name of Elvington Roberts. That, having obtained an appli¬ 
cation for the proper tract, as he verily believes, the Register, or his 
brother, the deponent does not know which, followed him to the Re¬ 
ceiver’s office, and insisted on making an alteration in his application, 
and that, after paying for the land, the Register, or his brother, again 
followed him to the public house at which he stopped, and that he re¬ 
turned with him to the Register’s office, where an alteration was made 
in his receipt; and the deponent verily believes that by this means 
the mistake was occasioned. The deponent further states, that he 
returned to the Register’s office about a week after the application 
was made, and applied to have the error rectified, but was refused, 
and that he then left the receipt, refusing to have it, as it was erro¬ 
neous. 

JOHN FLEMING. 
Sworn to, and subscribed before 

B. L. C. WAILES, Register* 

Extract of a letter from the Ron. George Graham, Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to B. L. C. Wailes, Register at Washington, 
Mississippi, for the Hon. Thomas H. Williams. 

“ You will be pleased to advise Mr. Roberts that, under existing 
laws, no relief can be extended to his case. His recourse will, there¬ 
fore, have to be to Congress.” 

True extract : 
B. L. C. WAILES, Register„ 

31st July, 1827. 

CERTIFICATE No. 19. 

The United States of America, to all to whom these Presents shall 
come, greeting: 

Whereas Elvington Roberts, of Amite county, Mississippi, has de¬ 
posited in the General Land Office of the United States, a certificate 
of the Register of the Land Office at Washington, west of Pearl ri- 
ver, in Mississippi, whereby it appears that full payment has been 
made by the said Elvington Roberts, according to the provisions of 
the act of Congress of the 24th of April, 1820, entitled « An act 
making further provision for the sale of the public lands,” for the east- 
half of the southeast quarter section twenty-four, in township two. of 
range four, (east,) in the State of Mississippi, containing seventy- 
eight acres and twenty-eight hundredths of an acre, according to the 
official plat of the survey of the said lands, returned to the General 
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Land Office by the Surveyor General, which said tract has been pur¬ 
chased by the said Elvington Roberts : Now know ye, that the Unit¬ 
ed States of America, in consideration of the premises, and in con¬ 
formity with the several acts of Congress in such case made and pro¬ 
vided, have given and granted, and by these presents do give and 
grant, unto the said Elvington Roberts, the said tract above describ¬ 
ed, to have and to hold the same, together with all the rights, privi¬ 
leges, immunities, and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature, thereunto 
belonging, unto the said Elvington Roberts, and his heirs and assigns 
forever. 

In testimony whereof, I, James Monroe, President of the United 
States of America, have caused these letters to be made patent, 
and the seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, the twentieth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, and of the Independence of the United 
States the forty-sixth. 

JAMES MONROE, 
By the President: 

Josiah Meigs, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Recorded volume 1, page 15, 
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